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The BookHub Award for Illustrated Non-Fiction at the 
Ockham New Zealand Book Awards recognises excellence 
in works — by one or more authors — with combined 
strength of illustration and text. Prize money in this category 
is $12,000.

The Illustrated Non-Fiction category in 2025 is judged 
by former Alexander Turnbull chief librarian and author 
Chris Szekely (convenor); arts advocate Jessica Palalagi; and 
historian and social history curator Kirstie Ross.

The judges say history and art dominated the illustrated 
non-fiction field this year, with the panel saluting these books’ erudite and 
well-researched narratives and information-rich, educative texts. “As to be 
expected, illustrations were high-calibre, well-matched with text, and all 
marvellously presented through outstanding design,” they say.

This Ockhams Sampler gives you a taste of the craft at play in each of 
this year’s illustrated non-fiction shortlisted titles. You can read the judges’ 
comments about each finalist at the start of that title’s extract.

Look out for samplers of the finalists in the other three categories in the 
Ockham New Zealand Book Awards. As they are rolled out in the coming 
weeks, you will find them here:

www.issuu.com/nzbookawards
www.anzliterature.com
https://www.nzbookawards.nz/new-zealand-book-awards/resources/
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Published by Massey University Press

A celebration of the Whanganui-born artist Edith Collier 
(1885–1964), this attractive publication coincided with 
the reopening of the Sarjeant Gallery and an exhibition 
of over 150 of Collier’s works. Jill Trevelyan’s substantial 
introductory essay and further essays by other writers 
and artists offer fresh insights into Collier’s life and the 
continuing impact of her work, illustrated with historical 
photographs and a generous selection of high quality 
reproductions of her art.

Edith Collier: 
Early  
New Zealand 
Modernist 

JUDGES’ COMMENTS

Selected spreads overleaf

https://www.masseypress.ac.nz/books/all/edith-collier
https://www.masseypress.ac.nz/books/all/edith-collier
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Published by Te Papa Press

Leslie Adkin: 
Farmer 
Photographer 

Meet Leslie Adkin (1888-1964), a hard-working 
farmer and amateur photographer whose intellectual 
curiosity often challenged the established wisdom 
of New Zealand’s higher educated, scientific elite. 
Athol McCredie’s longstanding dedication to bringing 
Adkin’s story and photographs to wider public 
attention is clearly evident. The result is a surprisingly 
intimate portrait that rewards the reader with carefully 
curated, stunning imagery, complemented with a well-
researched, accessibly-written text. Elegantly designed, 
the book is a pleasure to handle, browse and read.

JUDGES’ COMMENTS

Selected spreads overleaf

https://www.tepapa.govt.nz/about/te-papa-press/leslie-adkin-farmer-photographer
https://www.tepapa.govt.nz/about/te-papa-press/leslie-adkin-farmer-photographer
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Published by Te Papa Press

Te Ata o Tū 
The Shadow of 
Tūmatauenga: 
The New Zealand 
Wars Collections 
of Te Papa 
How do you tell stories from a bleak chapter in New 
Zealand’s history when your own institutional forebears 
had a less-than honourable role in the narrative? A 
curatorial team from Te Papa attempts exactly that through 
500 collection objects. Complemented by longer-form 
essays from guest writers, this richly illustrated book is 
accessible to a general audience, and relevant to the 
Aotearoa New Zealand histories curriculum. It is also very 
topical with the current public discourse on Te Tiriti.

JUDGES’ COMMENTS

Selected spreads overleaf

https://www.tepapa.govt.nz/about/te-papa-press/te-ata-o-tu-shadow-tumatauenga
https://www.tepapa.govt.nz/about/te-papa-press/te-ata-o-tu-shadow-tumatauenga
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Published by Auckland University Press

Toi Te Mana: 
An Indigenous 
History of 
Māori Art 

A magnum opus with an ambitious kaupapa: to 
establish a Maori framework for indigenous art history. 
The result of 12 years of research, this book is destined 
to become a standard New Zealand art history text that 
will feature on tertiary reading lists and library shelves, 
both in New Zealand and overseas, for years to come. 
Flawlessly designed and extensively illustrated, it 
makes excellent use of archival institutional sources.

JUDGES’ COMMENTS

Selected spreads overleaf

https://aucklanduniversitypress.co.nz/toi-te-mana/
https://aucklanduniversitypress.co.nz/toi-te-mana/
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Jill Trevelyan, Jennifer Taylor 
and Greg Donson 

Edith Collier:  
Early New Zealand Modernist 

Deidre Brown (Ngāpuhi, 
Ngāti Kahu) and Ngarino 

Ellis (Ngāpuhi, Ngāti Porou) 
with Jonathan Mane-Wheoki 

(Ngāpuhi, Te Aupōuri,  
Ngāti Kurī) 

Toi Te Mana: An Indigenous 
History of Māori Art  

Athol McCredie  
Leslie Adkin: Farmer 

Photographer 

Matiu Baker (Ngāti Toa 
Rangatira, Te Āti Awa, Ngāti 
Raukawa, Ngāti Whakaue), 

Katie Cooper, Michael 
Fitzgerald and Rebecca Rice   

Te Ata o Tū The Shadow of 
Tūmatauenga: The New Zealand 

Wars Collections of Te Papa  

The Ockhams Samplers were compiled with the assistance  
of the Academy of New Zealand Literature.

Look out for the other category samplers at:

He kupu whakamihi to all the authors whose inspired work has been recognised 
and honoured in this year’s Ockham New Zealand Book Awards. We urge readers 
to seek out their titles in bookstores and libraries around the motu. And we invite 
you to join us for the awards ceremony on Wednesday 14 May — in person or via 
the livestream — to hear the finalists read from their books and to celebrate the 
ultimate winners. To find out more follow NewZealandBookAwards or #theockhams 
on Facebook and Instagram. For tickets visit www.writersfestival.co.nz. 

http://www.anzliterature.com
https://www.nzbookawards.nz/new-zealand-book-awards/resources/

